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P E R S O N A L  S P A C E

O B J E C T S  O F D E S I R E
Artist and interior designer, Minnie Kemp – the creative eye 
responsible for many a joyous Firmdale Hotel as Design Director at 
Kit Kemp Design Studio – shares her latest obsessions; from a piece 
of furniture to a favourite book or design fi x, to an inspiring destination

2.

1. MACAKIZI HOTEL, BODRUM, TURKEY The Turquoise Coast has 

never looked more beautiful from the sun deck at the Macakizi hotel. 

Try the traditional Turkish breakfast which is beautifully presented, 

then spend the day exploring the inlets and coves of this quickly 

changing coastline on a Gulet sailboat. The rooms are simple and let 

the views do the talking. Given the number of new resorts being 

developed, it feels like Bodrum is going to be the new Ibiza/

Mykonos party destination. I would go now before it gets destroyed!

2. STARRY NIGHT WALLPAPER BY KIT KEMP Zodiac iconography 

was all over WOW!house this year – on the ceiling in Ken Fulk’s 

room, on the table in Suzy Hoodless’ suite. The hot club Zamboni in 

New York has recently gained popularity after denying entry based 

on Zodiac signs! I’m a Leo… the King of the celestial signs… just in 

case you are wondering.

3. THE CABARET OF PLANTS, BOTANY AND THE IMAGINATION BY 

RICHARD MABEY Nature is my biggest inspiration – smooth 

organic shapes, and a cacophony of colour. This book has been a 

revelation and is one of my all-time favourites, mixing science with 

poetry and lots of beautiful stories, from cave painting to blooming 

moonfl owers.  It’s a curious book fi lled with surprising insights.

4. WOOD Incorporating wood into interiors goes beyond mere 

decoration; it creates an environment that echoes the calm and 

restorative qualities of the outdoors. I have been working with 

Schotten & Hansen to create the Pit-a-Pat table which is made up 

of colourful magnetic veneer pieces that are interchangeable. Two 

striking designs “London” and “New York” have been created with a 

silky lustre glaze fi nish. I wanted to create fully functioning art 

pieces that will evolve with you and your space over time. Just 

because it’s wood doesn’t mean it can’t be colourful!

5. MIMMO PALADINO ARTWORK A beautifully crafted interior is 

nothing without a carefully thought out and developed art 

collection. You can curate your collection in one go, or build it slowly 

over time, but it should always be a personal and joyful refl ection of 

yourself. I love the Italian Sculptor, painter and print maker Mimmo 

Paladino who was a leading name in the Transvanguardia artistic 

movement and one of the many artists to revive expressionism in 

the 1980’s.  A collection of six framed Paladino’s act as a focal point 

in a large drawing room space at Crosby Street Hotel in the heart of 

Soho New York.  Working alongside the artwork are Handcrafted 

Daniel Reynolds pots. Mixing mediums like sculpture and artwork 

create a dynamic interior, I love this combination with the burnt 

organic fi nishes, it looks like they were made to sit together.

6. TOM FAULKNER DRINKS TROLLY I love hosting and entertaining and 

this fab drinks trolly on wheels is perfect for serving extra dirty martinis.
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